
Well it was on the 1st of June, when it was the official geographic start to summer but 
some one forgot to tell the weather. In my neck of the woods on the South Coast we 
had 60 mph winds, cold and rain. Not that I am complaining about the rain, the water 
butts around the garden and on the allotment needed topping up. 

During the cooler winter months, if any crops need watering I usually do it in the 
morning. If you water in the evenings the water can sit around the plants roots 
inhibiting growth and can lead to a botrytis infection. During the summer time when 
the temperature rises I change around and water in the evenings. If you watered in 
the morning on a potentially hot day, the moisture would just evaporate off and not 
get to where it is needed. 

Looking on the bright side we are now harvesting quite a wide range of veg. First in 
of the new crops was the rhubarb. Then a couple of weeks ago we began digging the 
new potatoes, óCharlotteô 
variety. At the same time 
the first of the calabrese 
was ready, óGreen Magicô. 
The large heads are cut 
first to be followed by a 
profusion of smaller 
heads that are harvested 
for a further couple of 
weeks.  

This week I shall be 
sowing more calabreese, 
using the variety 
óMarathonô.  

A couple of days ago I 
sowed some purple sprouting broccoli which should be ready for harvest from early 
next year. I have two new varieties on trial from Tozers Seeds, óRed Blazeô and óRed 
Fireô. I know nothing about them but I hope that they will be an improvement on what 
I have grown in the past.  

Cornel cauliflowers under enviromesh. 

Taking an opportunity during a break in the weather I planted out some óCornellô 
cauliflower plants. óMy usual wayô, a minimum of 2 foot between the plants in deep 

holes dusted with 
Dolomite lime. I am 
hoping that these will 
provide me with an 
entry for the New Forest 
Show as well as a tasty 
meal or two. I donôt 
grow a great many 
cauliflowers as they do 
need a lot of space and 
a very fertile soil. So the 
sowings I make are 
mainly for summer use. 
Caulis grown for winter 
use occupy the ground 
for much longer, which 



means they are also at greater risk from pests and the elements.  

So my cauli sowings are spread across three sowings. Two days ago I sowed the 
second lot, the outstanding variety óMemphisô. Those should be ready in early Sept. I 
will make one more sowing of óMemphisô in late June to give us some caulis for the 
autumn and that will be the lot for cauliflowers this year. 

Very healthy foliage on my 2nd early potatoes. Many now in flower an indication that 
tuber formation is taking place. Mind you, donôt rely on seeing the flowers, as not all 
the varieties set 
them. These 
have had about 
8 weeks growth. 
At this stage of 
their 
development, it 
is important that 
the plants donôt 
go short of 
water. Give the 
crop a foliar feed 
or two with 
Maxicrop to help 
them along and 
these potatoes 
will be ready for 
lifting from early 
July. 

With regard to the potato crop, be on your guard against blight. With rain about and 
temperatures likely to stay above 
50f/10c day and night we are 
bound to encounter a Smith period 
before long. This is when 
conditions are perfect for the 
sporulation of blight spores. You 
can check on line via Blight Watch 
to see if there is likely to be an out 
break in your area. If so it will be 
time to put on a preventative spray. 

Striking flowers on óBlue Belleô. A 
very tasty 2nd early potato that 
stores and shows well. 

 

  



This is celery óMorning 
Starô.  

I start the plants off in the 
greenhouse and grew 
them on until they were 
quite large plants. Celery 
are very tender and will 
not tolerate any frost at 
all. The foliage is drawn 
up using these cardboard 
collars.  

These are the inserts 
from carpet rolls, they 
come free and are easily 
obtainable. I cut them 
into 9ò lengths which is 
just right to draw the 
early growth without 
forcing or prematurely 
blanching the stems. 

The celery is set out in 
deep pots. This helps to 
keep them out of reach of 
slugs and snails. I always 
use plenty of pellets 
around celery. If a 
mollusc manages to 
nibble a stalk it could allow disease to enter the plants. And the worst disease of all is 
celery heart rot. It is a good idea to boost the plants immunity by applying soluble 

calcium nitrate once a week. 
óAvailable from Chempakô.  

This fertiliser can even correct an 
outbreak of the disease if applied 
quickly enough.   

Alongside the celery is a row of 
óStennerô variety runner beans. 
These are being grown on the 
cordon system for show.  

My first sowing planted on the 
allotment was on the óAô frame 
construction. I expect to be picking 
those in two or three weeks.  

The first flowers are appearing 
now. 

 

 



Of course the first beans ready for harvest were the broad bean óAquadulce Claudiaô. 
Pinching the tops out when 
the plants were a couple of 
feet high has really reduced 
the amount of black fly. 
These beans are very clean. 

This month I have made 
another broad bean sowing, 
this time using a Winsor 
variety called óLongfellowô. 
Windsor varieties are not frost 
hardy but they are wonderful 
and full of flavour for summer 
use. Try some raw in a salad. 

 

Tomato óNimbusô taken on 4th June.  

The first ripe tomato of the year. I donôt think the shape would win many plaudits on 
the show bench but I am interested to see what it tastes like. To be honest óNimbusô 

was a free trial tomato, but 
not one that I shall be 
growing again. Even though 
an F1 variety, it does not 
appear to be very disease 
resistant and consequently 
it has grown rather sickly.  

So once I have harvested a 
couple of trusses it will be 
coming out and replaced 
with cuttings taken from a 
reliable variety. Of course 
other growers may have 
had a different experience 
with Nimbus.  

If you have, let us know 
about it by putting up a post 
on the NVS forum. 

 

  

 

óBell Boyô peppers. The first have 
set. We shall be harvesting these 
later this month. 

 

 



óCourgette, óBlack Forestô. Remove the flowers from those that set close to the 
ground and rest them on a 
leaf.  

If moisture gets into the tip 
they can rot off - a common 
fault with the early ones. 

ñJermore shallotsô. 

These are for pickling.  

Hopefully there will be enough 
for me to make up a set for the 
show bench. Here they are 
spread out on a wire rack to 
ripen. When the tops start to 
wither back they will be taken indoors to finish the process. 

In the fruit garden the óHinnonmaeki Greenô 
gooseberries are almost ready. This 
reliable cultivar comes in three colours, red, 
yellow and green. I have grown them all in 
the past. 

ñCucumber Carmenô. This side shoot 
will be cut off close to the main stem 
and rooted in a jar of water.  

Providing me with a continuation of 
cropping once the mother plant has 

done its job.  

I am growing two 
other varieties in 
the cucumber 
house, the ridge 
cucumber óPrime 
Topô and óPashkaô.  

 


