
Over wintering onion sets now putting on weight, I havenΩt had one go to seed meaning they havenΩt 
had a check in growth. The garlic is also looking strong - the four different shallot plantings are also 
doing well 

The outside grape vine is budding up well 

The two grape vines inside the plot tunnel are also 
budding up nicely 

 

 

 

Potting on more produce with my own compost, 
young worms in abundance! 

 

 

Toughball onions planted out - these have a good watering and 
are all staked 

 

 



Because of the lack of rain, the raised bed is top dressed with straw, this will keep in the moisture 
and warmth and hold down the weeds. Also, 
when the weather changes for the worst (as 
itΩs still only April), if we get a frost the straw 
will protect the onions  

Large onions out in the tunnel on the plot, the 
Toughball onions are also planted around 
these. Small shallots growing in the tubs on 
the left of the bed, well pleased with these as 
well 

On the way to the Cardiff Spring Show, I stopped 
off at Tony OΩNeillΩs place in Nelson - he wanted 
some pointers on his raised beds and composting 
on his plot ς I was only to pleased to help.  

ItΩs good to meet up with a new mate...and his 
family. Tony being a good egg gave me some 
red and black currant plants for the kids up the 
school gardening club 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Day after the Cardiff Show I was talking (Raised beds and no dig cultivation) in Hatfield Peverel 
Village Hall on behalf of the Essex District 
Association of the National Vegetable 
Society.  

I had a good time meeting new and old friends and a 
couple of good chilli growers also turned up for the talk - 
a nice pressie were these chillies...I love the names of new 
hot Ψens!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The tops of the chillies are taken off! 

 

 



They are now bushing out instead of going up! 

My betty black pot leeks...so far so good! 

 

Surplus rhubarb  makes good rhubarb sauce - an alternative to apple sauce. WeΩre trialling it on our 
little Ψen! 

 

 

  


